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N-Methylated amino acids and peptides with an 8-aminoquinoline (AQ) or
2-(methylthio)aniline (MTA) directing group can be subjected to stereoselective Pd-
catalyzed p-functionalizations. The best results are obtained with aryl iodides, but alkyl
and alkenyl side chains can also be introduced. The directing groups can easily be
removed, providing the free carboxylic acid, which can be used directly in peptide
couplings. This protocol was used successfully as a key step in the synthesis of the
cyclopeptide alkaloids abyssenine A and mucronine E. Latest results will be presented
on the conference.
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* amino acids and dipeptides R'=H Abyssenine A
* 20 examples, up to 82 % yield R'= OMe Mucronine E
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